Codebook for Aggregated Event Data

“Mass Demonstrations and Mass Violent Events in the Former USSR, 1987-1992, Aggregated by Nationality”

This codebook refers to the coding of  event data aggegrated by nationality (as well as other data) utilized in some of the analyses presented  in the book Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet State (published by Cambridge University Press, 2002).
  The data cover the mobilizational records of the largest fifty nationalities of the Soviet Union during the period 1987-1992 and were compiled by Mark Beissinger under the auspices of grants from the National Council for Soviet and East European Research, the National Science Foundation, and the Graduate School of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   For more information on how the disaggregated event data was originally compiled and coded, see “Codebook for Disaggregated Event Data:  Mass Demonstrations and Mass Violent Events in the Former USSR, 1987-1992,” also available for download at this site.   The event data described in this codebook were aggregated by nationality based on a series of dbase IV programs written by the investigator using Foxbase software.  The rules utilized for aggregation are presented below.  The database comes in Excel worksheet format and can easily be loaded into most spreadsheet or statistical  programs.  The databases come in two files in Excel worksheet format and can easily be loaded into most spreadsheet programs.  Further information on any aspect of the data can be obtained by writing to: Mark R. Beissinger, Department of Politics, 001 Fisher Hall, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 08544 (email: mbeissin@princeton.edu).  Special appreciation goes to the following individuals who provided research assistance in the creation of the original event databases on which  aggregated event data are based:  Daniel Geller, Rob Moser, Jeffrey Gayton, Terry McKenna, and Kate Weaver.  Any use of the data in published works must make proper reference to the source of the data.  

Listing and Description of Variables

natnum—A unique code given to each nationality in the sample.  The mobilizational records of the largest fifty nationalities in the Soviet Union were included in the sample. For a listing of the specific codes used for all nationalities, see Attachment 2 in “Codebook for Disaggregated Event Data.”

nation— The name of the nationality.

ethd8791—The total number of demonstrations with a 100 participants or more in which members of the nationality engaged from January 1, 1987 through August 31, 1991 that raised ethnonationalist issues.  This variable was calculated by aggregating the event count weighted by the DURATION variable in the disaggregated event data for those demonstrations which raised ethnonationalist demands (i.e., coded “Y” for the variable ETHNOFLAG in the disaggregated event data for mass demonstrations).   See the “Codebook for Disaggregated Event Data” for detailed information on the demands coded as “ethnonationalist,”  as well as on the size restriction of 100 or more participants used in compiling the event data.   In cases in which members of two nationalities participated significantly in a demonstration, the event was counted for both groups.  Demonstrations that were significantly multinational in character or that did not raise ethnonationalist demands were not included in the aggregated event-count.  In all, 5,054 protest demonstrations with 100 participants or more from January 1987 through August 1991 were recorded for the USSR as a whole,  of which 3,559 raised ethnonationalist demands.

ethp8791—The total number of participants in the demonstrations represented in the ethd8791 variable.  This was calculated by aggregating the PARTIC variable from the disaggregated event data (See the “Codebook for Disaggregated Event Data” for detailed information on how participation rates were calculated in the disaggregated event data).  In cases in which there was significant representation of members of two nationalities in a demonstration, the number of participants for each group was calculated by dividing the total number of participants in the event in half.

frsthun—The day within the mobilizational cycle in which the first ethnonationalist demonstration with 100 or more participants occurred by members of the nationality  during the January 1987 through August 1991 period.  Each day of the mobilizational cycle from January 1, 1987 through August 31, 1991 was assigned a consecutive number (ranging from 1 to 1,704).  These data were used in Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet State to perform a single-failure survival analysis of the factors associated with earlier or later mobilization by nationalities.

failv1—Dummy variable indicating whether an ethnonationalist demonstration with 100 participants or more by members of the nationality did or did not occur during the January 1987-August 1991 period (used in the single-failure survival analysis with the frsthun variable).  Coded 0 if the observation is to be censored (i.e., no event occurred during this period) and 1 if a failure did take place (i.e., an event did occur).

frstthou-- The day within the mobilizational cycle in which the first ethnonationalist demonstration with 1,000 or more participants occurred by members of the nationality  during the January 1987 through August 1991 period.  Each day of the mobilizational cycle from January 1, 1987 through August 31, 1991 was assigned a consecutive number (ranging from 1 to 1,704).

failv2—Dummy variable indicating whether an ethnonationalist demonstration with 1,000 participants or more by members of the nationality did or did not occur during the January 1987-August 1991 period (used in the single-failure survival analysis with the frstthou variable).  Coded 0 if the observation is to be censored (i.e., no event with 1,000 participants occurred during this period) and 1 if a failure did take place (i.e., an event with 1,000 participants did occur).

frst10th-- The day within the mobilizational cycle in which the first ethnonationalist demonstration with 10,000 or more participants occurred by members of the nationality  during the January 1987 through August 1991 period.  Each day of the mobilizational cycle from January 1, 1987 through August 31, 1991 was assigned a consecutive number (ranging from 1 to 1,704).

failv3—Dummy variable indicating whether an ethnonationalist demonstration with 10,000 participants or more by members of the nationality did or did not occur during the January 1987-August 1991 period (used in the single-failure survival analysis with the frst10th variable).  Coded 0 if the observation is to be censored (i.e., no event with 10,000 participants occurred during this period) and 1 if a failure did take place (i.e., an event with 10,000 participants did occur).

frst20th-- The day within the mobilizational cycle in which the first ethnonationalist demonstration with 20,000 or more participants occurred by members of the nationality  during the January 1987 through August 1991 period.  Each day of the mobilizational cycle from January 1, 1987 through August 31, 1991 was assigned a consecutive number (ranging from 1 to 1,704).

failv4—Dummy variable indicating whether an ethnonationalist demonstration with 20,000 participants or more by members of the nationality did or did not occur during the January 1987-August 1991 period (used in the single-failure survival analysis with the frst20th variable).  Coded 0 if the observation is to be censored (i.e., no event with 20,000 participants occurred during this period) and 1 if a failure did take place (i.e., an event with 20,000 participants did occur).

ethr8792—The total number of mass violent events (involving 15 persons or more) over ethnonationalist issues  in which members of a nationality engaged from January 1, 1987 through December 1, 1992.   This variable was calculated by aggregating the event count by nationality (weighted by the DURATION variable) in the disaggregated event data for those mass violent events which involved ethnonationalist issues (i.e., coded “Y” for the variable ETHNATFLAG in the disaggregated event data for mass violent events; see  “Codebook for Disaggregated Event Data”).  In all 2,177 mass violent events were recorded for the USSR for this period, of which 1,897 were ethnonationalist in character.  

In the disaggregated data, all mass violent events were coded into one of the following categories:  pogroms, riots, brawls, communal violence, armed combat, and insurrections.  Only in cases in which members of a group were perpetrators in an event was the event counted in the aggregated figure for mass violent events for the group as a whole.  Thus, in cases of pogroms, the group whose members were victimized did have the event counted in their aggregate total of mass violent events, while the groups whose members were perpetrators did have the event included in their aggregate total.   For brawls, communal violence, and armed combat, in which typically members of two groups were engaged in violent contention with one another, these events were counted for both nationalities when aggregated.  

vilogdum—An ordinal variable representing different records of violent mobilization during the 1987-1992 period.  Based on the mobilizational patterns represented in the ethr8792 variable described above, each nationality was coded according to four possible outcomes:  groups which experienced no instances of mass ethnonationalist violence during the period in question (coded as 0); groups which experienced sporadic instances of ethnonationalist violence, with records ranging from 1 to 10 events (coded as 1); groups which experienced intermittent ethnonationalist violence, with records of between 10 and 100 events (coded as 2); and groups which experienced sustained nationalist violence, defined here as those which engaged in 100 or more ethnonationalist mass violent events during this period (coded as 3). 

pop89—The nationality’s reported population size in the 1989 Soviet census, in thousands.  Source:  1989 census materials.

lnpop89—The natural log of the pop89 variable.

repubdum—Dummy variable representing whether a group had union republican status within the Soviet ethnofederal system.

assrdum—Dummy variable capturing whether a group was represented within the Soviet ethnofederal system only by a unit lower than a union republic (i.e., autonomous republic, autonomous province, or autonomous district).

nofeddum—Dummy variable capturing whether a group had no territorial representation within the Soviet ethnofederal system.

rusnatpr—Variable representing the degree of linguistic assimilation of a group, measured as the proportion of members of a nationality not claiming its titular language as its native language.  Source:  1989 census data.

urban70—Level of urbanization in 1970, measured by the proportion of a nationality’s reported population in the 1970 Soviet census reported to live in urban areas.   Data on urbanization for the full range of nationalities represented in the sample was not published in subsequent Soviet censuses.  Source:  1970 census data.

part1000—Communist Party membership per 1000 population of a nationality in 1989.  Calculated from 1989 census data and from data on party membership by nationality, presented in Izvestiia TsK KPSS, no. 2, 1989, pp. 140-141; no. 7, 1989, pp. 112-113.

muslmdum—Dummy variable representing Islamic cultural background (i.e., whether a nationality’s members were associated traditionally with Muslim religious practice).

proport—Variable representing the proportion of a nationality’s members within its titular ethnofederal unit (or, in cases of groups without their own ethnofederal units, its unit of primary habitation—defined as the ethnofederal unit that is home to the largest number of members).  Source:  1989 census data.

geogcon—Variable representing the geographic concentration of a nationality within its titular ethnofederal unit (or, in cases of groups without their own ethnofederal units, its unit of primary habitation—defined as the ethnofederal unit that is home to the largest number of members).  This variable measures the proportion of group members who live within the borders of the territorial unit (as opposed to the proportion who live outside its borders).  Source:  1989 census data.

oldpro—The total number of demonstrations with a 100 participants or more in which members of the nationality engaged from January 1, 1965 through December 31, 1986. Based on information collected on 184 protest demonstrations in the USSR during this period with 100 participants or more (disaggregated data available from the investigator on request).

oldpart—The total number of participants in the demonstrations represented in the oldpro variable.

oldprth2—Thousands of  participants in the demonstrations represented in the oldpro variable, squared.

oldriot—The total number of mass violent events in which members of a nationality engaged from January 1, 1965 through December 31, 1986.  Based on information collected on 39 mass violent events in the USSR during this period (disaggregated data available from the investigator on request).

seppool—Dummy variable indicating the pool of groups used to analyze separatist mobilization in the analyses presented in Chapter 5 of Nationalist Mobilization and the Collapse of the Soviet State.   The variable identifies forty target groups from the larger sample which, for a variety of reasons explained in the text, could have reasonably engaged in separatist mobilization.

sepd8792—The number of demonstrations with a 100 participants or more in which members of the nationality engaged from January 1, 1987 through December 31, 1992 that raised separatist demands.  Separatist demands were defined as demands for secession from either the USSR or from its union republics or successor states with the aim of establishing independent statehood.  Irridentist demands for unification of a nationality divided across political borders were excluded.

sepp8792-- The total number of participants in the demonstrations represented in the sepd8792 variable.

sepdum-- An ordinal variable representing different outcomes of separatist mobilization during the 1987-1992 period.  Based on the mobilizational patterns represented in the sepd8792 and sepp8792 variables described above, each nationality was coded according to three possible outcomes:  groups which experienced failures of action (coded as 0 and defined as a situation in which a potentially relevant separatist frame did not become the basis for significant efforts at mobilization); groups which experienced failures of mobilizational effect (coded as 1 and defined as a situation in which  efforts to mobilize around a separatist frame materialized but failed to exercise sufficient resonance within target populations that might have allowed the movement espousing the frame to overcome the institutional constraints to which it was subject); and mobilizational success (coded as 2 and defined as a situation in which a nationalist movement espousing a separatist frame gained sufficient mobilizational resonance within target populations so as to break through the institutional constraints to which it was subject).

oldstexp—The number of years during the 1918-1940 period in which the nationality experienced independent statehood or was part of another state.  If an overwhelming majority of group members lived within the Soviet state during this period (as was true, for instance, of Ukrainians, with a minority living in interwar Poland), only those years (or portions of years) of actual independent statehood were counted.  Thus, Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Moldovans, Karelians, and Tuvans were coded as experiencing 22 years of independent or alternative statehood during this period, while based on a close examination of the history of the Russian Civil War, Georgians were coded as experiencing 4 years of independent or alternative statehood, Armenians--3,  Azerbaijanis—2, Ukrainians--0.58, and Belorussians—0.8

exil53th—The number of members of the nationality listed in secret police archives as confined in special prison settlements in 1953, measured in thousands.  Source:  Istoriia SSSR, no. 5, 1991, pp. 154-165.

� The data fields represented here were utilized in the book for the statistical analyses presented on pp. 109-129, 208-22, 242-252, 277-283.





